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Should my Storm fail to raiſe thi piteous Sigh, 
Yet moor'd in Candour's Port, I hope to lie, 
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3 THE. RIGHT HONOUR ABLE 


SAMUEL LORD HOOD. 


ur pail 5 O. 


ITH that kinky i which pepe n to 
1 perſon in my humble ſtation, beg leave to 
fer to your Lordſhip' s peruſal, a ſmall Poetical 
production, m which I have attempted to pourtray 
he dreadful horrors of a Storm at Sea, and the dire- 
ul conſequences attending its rage; and I preſume 
very Briton will concur in acknowledging no perſon 
ore capable of judging. of the merits of this my poor 
ndeavour, than your Lordſhip, from the numerous 
nd too often difagreeable obſervations, which from 
Ime to time, you muſt have had occaſion to make, 
iough the hard earned experience, of a life devoted 
ba watery element. This knowledge, how ever 
ardly gained, joined to your Lordfſhip's ſkill, and 
durage, hath in repeated inſtances, proved truly 
nourable to yourſelf, and gloriouſly advantageous 
0 your King and Country. 


| HoweveR preſuming, r my Lord, it may appear in 
poor, unlearned, obſcure perſon, in preſenting a a 


. iv PL 
trifle like this to a Nobleman 9 your Ae ſtation 
I know not; but this I may be bold to affirm, thy 
my preſumption, great as it may be, received its birt 
from that high eſtimation, which- not, only myſelf, bu 
every lover of his country bears for thoſe. noble ſer. 
timents which are known to aCtuate and glow 1 in the 


boſom of your Lordſhip. 


UNDER this conſideration, ants in the full conf. 
dence I have, my Lord, of your liberal and generoy 
mind, ſhould I be fo happy as to have any part a 
this little effort ſtamped with your Lordſhip? s appr 
bation, I ſhall then, with all due ſubmiſſion, humbſ 
ſolicit the honour of your placing i it among 1 the meant 
| of your trifles ; which will reflect the higheſt hond 
on him, who begs leave moſt humbly to ſubſcri 


himſelf, 
My Lord, 
Voour Lordſhip's, 
Devoted, and very obedient 
Humble ſervant, 


THO. BROW) 
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IH. on a ele cliff as once 1 food: 
To view the ev 'ning's tint diſplay around 


Its damaſk. hue, o'er th' Weſtern briny bed ; 


Freſh roſe, and dimpled o'er its boſom: calm 
With breath ſerene :---wavy the current ſports 
In gentle glide, and ev'ry bluſhing ſhade © 

| Of ey 'ning mild reflects. The God of Day, 
To reſt half ſunk. The golden arches oer 
His flow declining head, extending wide. 
Which ces pillars of the marbled ey, 
B 


The cooling breeze, from th' azure well new-born 5 
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In Gothic N e bore. 
But when the ſun withdrew, the W ſcene, 
Dreadful to ſight! a darkling cloud uproſe, 
Spreading its booty ſelf the welkin ober 
Nor moon, nor ſtar, the night illum'd to guide 4 
The weary to their wiſh'd-for home: alas! 
Thoſe lamps noCturnal, lightfome gems of New n! 
Were deaden'd all: the porous gloom around 
Of ebon dye, their friendly aid imbib'd, 

And ev'ry gleam celeſtial had abſorb'd. 

All nature ſeem'd a while in ſolemn pauſe, dali 

bf As waiting th' dread ſhock of ſome dire event; 

: Which time had wrought mature iꝰth' a abodes. 
When ſoon the j Jarring elements began ; ; 
Fire, Earth, Air, Water, all with horrid claſh 
be poles uplift; and ſhake the mighty round. 

For winds, with awful guſts, tyrannic roſe, 
And bellow'd o'er the ocean's boſom wide, 
To wreek this floating ball; ethereal bound, 
And all its ſhatter'd parts to chaos hurl. 
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WP he mighty deep, by furious winds donvuls U, 
Wild roſe; and foaming, at the rude blaſts dard. 
Billows, which rear d their heads Olympus high, 
In falling from the vaſt ſtupendous height, 

The winds tempeſtuous caught, and fiercely ſmote 
Their briny- waves againſt the pendant rocks, 
Imperv'ous ; from whoſe craggy tops, ſwift turns 

The flood repellant, to the conflict dread : 

Whilſt Folus with double fury wild, 

The boiſterous main incircl'd all : then quick 

Whirl'd beneath the ſtern impetuous breaks, 

And blew their frothy vengeance to the ſkies. 

The raven wing that veil'd the face of heav n, 
Withdrew a ſpace! the twinkling ſtars : appear d, 
This conflict, dreadful, on the deep to view. 
Quick back they ſtart, as with fear ſenſiti tive, : 

The broken clouds cloſing precipitate, 


To ſhade from earth the face of heaven 8 bluſb. 


Whilſt thus * waves tumultuous Ren around, 
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And winds loud roar'd PER wild horrif're rous blaſts 
The livid flame, ethereal, 'gan to burn, | | 
- Darting the angry elemental flaſh, 10 
Through burſting clouds which melt in had "i 
Whoſe GHASTLY GLEAM diffuſive ſpreads o'er all 
The ſtorm-toſt waves of NEPTUNE's BRINY FLOOD; 
And thunder, dreadful, ſhook the earth's vaſt frame: 
Repeated light'nings o'er the rough ſea aſh ; 
Rolling fierce as from Veſuvius bioh, 
Muhen ſtreams of fire it doth ui h 
Spreading dire fear and deſolation wide. 


- 


Whilt elemental powers e thus 
To burſt the trembling world with equal force, 
1 High mounted on the fiery waves, I ſaw _ 
A HAPLESS' BARK with power ſuperior ſtrive, 
Plunging thro? the rough mountainous ſeas, 


Whoſe rude breaks daſh'd at her head, ducking” low, 
And Oer her deck a deluge dreadful ſpread. 
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Whilſt winds unpetuous, with. frightful We" 
Tore from the cracking boards the lofty maſt, 
The heavens opening wide, down ſprang a ty 
From its blue height, which blaz'd the ocean * 
Spending its — on eher vaſt domain. meals 


Ku Twas BE again dare as the womb of time: 
But ſoon a light, a fatal light aſcends, 

Its growing ſelf ſpreading the Bark throughout; 
She'd caught the awful dart that heav'n hot 
And on the deep with rapid fury burnt! 


The fire increas'd---alas! no help was nigh ; 
In vain the hapleſs men their buckets ply'd; 
Maſts, yards, and fails, conſuming fierce aloft, 
Threats deſtruCtion ſwift to the keel below. 
The rage fraughtwindth* expanding blaze quick ſhapes, 


High vaulting, into forms horrid; and rough n 7 | 
| Hollow blaſts ſupply their hideous howl. mY 0 
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From heav'ns vaſt height, a fiery ball then ſhot, - 
And *mid the riſing flames its fury burſt, - 
From which terrific ſight, forth iſſu'd ſtrait 
Trains furious, comet: like, to blaze th* world: 
F laſhing along their tails in air's expanſe, 
Then to the foaming bil lows quickly 9 'd, 
And made the ocean all a n re 


Confuſion wikd now 54 us Frightful wings, 
And breeds dread horror on the burning deck. 
Swift through the Bark. the brood infernal "RA 

On the fad crew their fur'ous rage to glut : 
From ſtern to head, from head to ſtern they run; 
To *ſcape the hand of Death; but, Oh! etwas vain. 
Then to the gunwale ſwift, impell'd they „ 
And, trembling, ſtand the dire extremes between. 
High on the wind, the billows foaming roar'd, 
And fire o'er all the ſhip deſtructive blaz d. 
A while the threat ning waves, appall'd they view, 
Whoſe wild voracious jaws were gaping wide, 
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The hapleſs ſouls to catch, who (cape the flame. 
Eager, and wild, their eyes they turn again 
Their wretched *bode to view -a blazing hell! 
From ev'ry fide the flames conflagrate, guſh, 
Which! in dread whirls, and fiery eddies play. : 
Too ſoon the dreadletl blaze the wretched found: | 
They ſtart, but ſtill the flaſhing ſtream purſues 
Their haſtned ſtep, to the grave's briny brink ; 
| Where death ſtood greedy but to ſnatch the wreath 
From hardy Vulcan's fur'ous blazing front, 
And, eager, twine 1t round his baneful own. 


With eyes aghaſt, that darted at the waves, 
They ſtood, till: the flaſh inexorable 


Swift caught their frighted hair, which wild wes; 3 


Then all in flames the pitchy blaze they leap'd, 
And in the foaming brine their bodies plunge--- 
The agitated ſea, like rolling n 
Swift bears them on its liquid mountains high; 
Then falls them low between the wave· broke daſh : 
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On whoſe white foam, ſtruggling, again they 1 
When beams promiſcuous, floating faſt along, 
Beneath the rage ſwoln brine, alas! them ſtruck : 
Entombing them in the deep's dark ſhades of nigh, 
Till awful doomſday ſhall, with fiery thirſt, | 

The whole great waters of the ſea drink up. 


Ah! then the infuriate winds ſhall ceaſe 5" 
And: ſolemn ſtillneſs hold the circuit wide! 
And yon bright ſun, that gilds the Orient ſteep, 
Chearing ſurrounding planets with its beams 
Shall die away.---T he brilliant ſtars, that deck 
Th' firmamental blue, in myriads drop 

From their trembling orbits high: till heav'n, earth 
| And air, diſſolve in atitverket glow, 

And leave the boundleſs ſpace, a darkſome void! 


But hark! methinks I heard thoſe eries again, 
Which pierc'd the boiſt'rous ſides of tyrant winds, 
And dropp'd their lamentations fad on ſhore !--- 


E 
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The tender ſtrings that move the heart, and ſwell 9 | 
The gan"rous foul, with ſympathetic touch, MN 
To feel coramiſeration with the Muſe. 


For on the burning ſhrouds, ſome hapleſs few, 
Who yet had 'fcap'd the awful hand of death, 
Cry'd to the winds, which their moan mock'd, and with. 

Sounds On: roar d out their doleful knell: 

With deadly graſp, chey caught the ropen yarn, 

Till Rk flames, nipping the pitchy twine, 

Into the mercileſs deep dropp'd them low, 4 
And Neptune's waves, inſatiate, caught he pres lt 
Stretching for more their hungry jaws awide. 


But yet the horrid flame, terrific, burns, 
And the proud waves ftill bore the ſhip aloft, 
Amid the ſurges wild, inceſſant roar: 

Then down agar ſhe falls, from their high top, 
Into the  deepning valleys far below! 
D 


At — the ik roar'd loud a renfold blaſt; Thi: 

The ſea uplifting from 1 its baſis deep, o! 
And which, with ſudden whirl, the Bark upſet; ¶ And 

Whoſe death-fraught guns that ſhook the regions bgh 

With loud tremendous burſt, their fury - al 

The forked blaze, horrific, flaſh'd around, 

And thunder rattled down a triple peal. 

The winds drew back, as fright' ned with the and 
The ſeas, foaming, quick { ſhrunk their tow'ring heigh 

And nature huſh'd, reſpir'd a mutual pauſe— N 

But Oh! ye powers, a noiſe moſt horrid roſe, 

Like furies, hell- born, hiſſing in the ffane 

When ſwift the wild exploſion ſhook the min MT; 

And the  ſhipyt to the 0 ethereal blew. _ ö 


e i O Sight to = hy | lake uſe 
Serv'd to draw objects pleaſing, and them place 
Within the concave of thy wond'rous ſelf, _ ; 
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To *luminate, and charm the inward man. 
O Memory! do thou obliterate 


*%. 


This frightful ſcene, piteous to the mind's eye: 
O! tear the dread page from thy volume's ſtore, 
nd ſtrike i it down to dark oblivious ſhades. 
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